Unlikely Allies Join Forces to Push Health Insurance TRUTH Act
Rep. McGeachin, ICAN, small businesses unite behind transparency proposal

Boise.--On Tuesday morning, local small business leaders and members of the Idaho
Communily Action Network will stand with Rep. Jamce McGeachin (R-1daho Falls) at a
press conference announcing her sponsorship of the Idaho Health Insurance TRUTH Act.
Considered unlikely allies after past disagreements over Medicaid policy, McGeachin
and ICAN are joining forces to promote transparency and accountahility in the private
health insurance industry.

“1 know small businesses across Idaho that are getting squeezed tighter and tighter by
astronomical increases in health insurance costs,” said MceGeachin, “As a small business
owner myself, | know we can't continue to absorb 20, 30 or 40} percent increases every
vear and still stay in the black.” McGeachin and her husband own Western Transmission
and Idaho Transmission Warchouse based in Idaho Falls, and employ 37 people.

MeGeachin's decision o take action on skyrocketing msurance costs aligns her with
small business owners across Idaho and with ICAN, which launched the proposal for an
Idaho Iealth Insurance TRUTI Act on January 26. “IU's ime [or the Legislature (o
tackle the health insurance problem, for small businesses and for families, too,” said
ICAN Board member Kathryn McNary of Caldwell. “The first step toward doing that is
putting ¢lear information on the table aboul how the money 1s bemng spent. We applaud
Representative Mc(Geachin for her resolve to take this first step.”

Small businesses across Idaho are sccking relief from the continuing spiral of health
insurance increases. “We need the state to take action.” said Phylis King of King Studio
in Boise. “Small business 1s taking a beating, and there's so little transparency in the
insurance system we can't even see where our money's going.”

Hearing the stories of small business owners caught in the vise grip of rising insurance
costs at a Small Business Roundtable on Health Care on January 31 only strengthened
MeGeachin's resolve to advance a proposal this session. “Tlow many times do we need
to hear about this problem belore we stand up and do something”” she asked. “At the
very least, we deserve to know how our insurance dollars are being spent.”



